
This book of Dr. Schultze gives in extenso his
views on the whole subject of pathology and
treatment of displacements, and the author has
adopted the excellent plan of giving at the end
of each chapter, a summary of its contents. The
work has numerous wood cuts, which, although
not pretentious, are fairly illustrative of the text.
Pulmonary Consumption Considered as a
Neurosis : Being Two of a Series of Lectures
given by the Faculty of the Philadelphia Poly-
clinic in the Course of 1888 and 1889. By J.
Mays, M.D. Reprinted from the Therapeutic
Gazette. Pages 63.
In these lectures Dr. Mays has endeavored to

collect evidence to show that pulmonary phthisis
is primarily a neurosis. His position can be best
stated in his own words : "It appears very cer-
tain that pulmonary consumption is not a local
disease ; that it is essentially a neurosis of the
peripheral nerves ; that the neurosis in all proba-
bility establishes a herpes of the vagi, in the same
manner as a similar affection is produced in the
skin, which gradually leads to all the character-
istic lesions of the disease;" "and finally we will
no longer be forced to admit that the disease orig-
inally diagnosed as pulmonary consumption has
been superseded, or is accompanied by paresis,
dropsy, intercostal neuralgia, peripheral or multi-
ple neuritis, loss of knee-jerk, herpes zoster, etc.;
all those are but legitimate results of this dis-
ease."
We believe that very few will agree with Dr.

Mays' propositions. It is true without doubt that
in phthisis we have often to do with disorders of
innervation ; but that these constitute the disease
is not probable.
Dr. Mays cites evidence to show that malnutri¬

tion, that night sweats, that loss of appetite
hoarseness, aphonia, diarrhoea, etc., may be of
nervous origin, and then concludes that they are
of such origin in phthisis. He describes the re¬
sults of several experimenters who have observed
that section of the vagi causes congestion of the
lungs, and the observations of Brown-Sequard
and Nothnagel that injury to the base of the
brain is frequently accompanied by haemoptysis,oedema and solidification of the lungs. He also
summarizes the observations of J. Crichton-
Browne on the morbid anatomy of ioo cases of
general paralysis. Browne found hypostatic con¬
gestion of the lungs in 49 cases, pneumonia in 13,
phthisis in 25. From this our author concludes :
• 'When the teaching of experimental physiology
is taken in connection with that of clinical medi¬
cine and with the results furnished by the post¬
mortem room, it becomes quite clear that pul¬
monary lesions which accompany nervous disease
are not mere incidentals, but in all probability
the necessary outgrowth of the latter condition. ' '
The words tubercle bacillus are not to be found

in the lectures. This is a novelty to-day in the
literature of this subject.
How Dr, Mays can draw any conclusions from

experiments and observations which connect the
production of congestion of the lungs with the
exciting cause of tubercular disease we cannot
understand. And is not the fact more impressive
that experiment demonstrates, that tubercular dis¬
ease will manifestly result from infection by the
tubercle bacillus.
That nervous lesions, states and diseases may

predispose to tubercular infection is probable, but
that, as Dr. Mays urges, the nervous phenomena
are uniformly the starting point of the disaese does
not seem true. N. S. D., JR.

Transactions of Medical Societies.
1. Transactions of the Medical Society of the

State of New York, 1888. 8vo, cl. pp. 689.
These transactions are fully up to the standard

of former volumes, and contain papers by such
well-known members of the profession, as Loomis,
Delafield, Vander Veer, Wylie, Roosa, Barker,
Jacobi, Weir, Pifford, Stover, Gibney, Bryant and
others. Memoris and obituary notices are pub-
lished of the following deceased members, viz.:
Jno. P. Gray, Ferris Jacobs, B. A. Mynderse, J.
R. Boulware, Edwin Hutchinson, W. F. Teevan,
W. M. Chamberlain, Wesley M. Carpenter, and
Thos. F. Rochester.
This work is handsomely printed and the

names of the authors are a sufficient guarantee of
excellent material.
2. Transactions of the Association of Ameri-

can Physicians, vol. iii. 8vo, cl. pp. 400. This
is a handsome little work, and it is a great pitythat so many good papers are buried in a volume
of transactions to be read chiefly by the select
who belong to the Association.
The volume comprises the Minutes of the As-

sociation, the Constitution and By-laws, and
papers by the following authors : W. H. Draper.
W. W. Johnston, J. H. Hutchinson, Geo. Ross,
F. Forchheimer, J. C. Wilson, Frank Donaldson,
R. T. Edes, E. G. Janeway, Jas. Tyson, A. L.
Lootnis, S. C. Chew, J. M. DaCosta, G. Baum-
garten, A. Jacobi, E. C. Seguin, Wm. Osier, G.
L. Peabody, J. K. Thacher, F. T. Miles, G. M.
Sternberg, F. P. Henry, E. Sotly, B. Robinson,
P. G. Robinson and H. C. Wood.
The papers are valuable, and the work is well

printed.

Medical gentlemen desiring to become mem¬
bers of the Association, can do so by securing theendorsement of the President and Secretary ofthe local society to which they belong, and en¬

closing the application with the membership fee
($5), to the Treasurer, Dr. Dunglison, lock box
1274, Philadelphia, Pa.

Downloaded From: http://jama.jamanetwork.com/ by a University of Arizona Health Sciences Library User  on 05/30/2015


